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HIS MAJESTIES 


DECLARATION 
To His City of 

LON D ON, 
Upon occafion of the late Calamity by 
the lamentable F I R E. 


CHARLES R. 


© G38 5 no particular Man hath ſuſtained 


_— 


Epi terrible and deplorable Fire in his 
Px; Fortuncor Eſtate, inany degree to 
Go. be compared with: the loſs and dam- 

| mage We Our Self have ſuſtained, 
ſo it is not poſſible for any Man to 
take the ſame more to: heart , and 


and-noble-,, for the advancement of: Trade ,. of any Ciry'in 
Europe ; ſo that ſuch-care will be" taken for the re-edification 
of it, both for uſeand beauty, and-ſuch provifion made tor the 
furure-,. againſt the: ordinary __—_—_ accidents by: Fire; as 

2 may 


GY <4 NAP =o __ |. any loſs Or damage by the late 


/ 
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may as far as humane wiſdom can provide , upon the ſad evpe- 
rience We have had, reafonibly ſecure the ſame , and make it 
rather appear to the world: as purged with the Fire'(in how 
lamentable a manner ſoever) to a wonderful beauty and comli- 
neſs, then conſumed by it'; and We receive no {mall encour- 
agement in this Our hope by the alacrity and chearfulneſs We 
obſerve in thoſe who have undergone the greateſt Joſs, and 
ſeeem the moſt undone,who with undauntedCourage appear to 
defire the ſame We do, and reſolyed to contribute their utmoſt 
aſhſtance thereunto, We have therefote thought fir, moſt 
neceſſary and agreeable to the great and conſtant affetion We 
have alwayes had, and alwayes ſhall retain for this Our Native 
City,” to wie this Expedition in publiſhing Our Thoughts, Re- 
ſolutions and Intentions upon this great affair , that though 
{uch preſent Rules and Directions cannot be formed , as muſt 
upon more mature deliberation be eſtabliſhed for the re-edifica- 
tion; yet ſuch inconveniences may and ſhall: be prevented, 
which may ariſe by the haſty and unskiltul Buildings many 
may propoſe to erect, for their preſent conventencies , be- 
fore they can know how the fame will ſute and conſiſt with 
the deſign that ſhall be made; And it this candour of Ours, 
which reſolves with the bleſſing-of G O D fo to provide for 
the juſt right and intereſt of all, that no man ſhall hzve cauſe 
to complain of wrong and :oppreflion; And it this Our ſea- 
{onable animadyerſion ſhall not meer with that prudent ſub- 
miſſion We-expe&, but that ſome obſtinate aud refractory per- 
ſons will preſume'to erect ſuch Buildings as they ſhall think fir, 
upon pretence that the Ground is their own, and:that they 
may do with it what they pleaſe, ſuch their obſtinacy ſhall not | 
prevalle to the publick prejudice 5 but V Ve do hereby require 
the Lord Mayor, and the other Magiſtrates'of the Ciry of 
London, intheir feveral limits , to be very watchful-in ſuch 
caſes, and ſpeedily to pull down whatſoever ſuch men ſhall pre- 
ſume to ſet up, ſo much to the diſtarbance'of- Publick Order 
and decency, and that they forthwith give-riotice to Us or Our 
Privy Council of ſuch their proceedings , and'return the names 
of ſuch refractory perſons who prefume to'conteman this Our 
Injun&ion, and V Ve ſhall give Order for their examplary'pu- 
niſhment without the Violation of the Publick Juſtice, ' 
And becauſe no men ſhall complain or apprehend: thatiby 
this caution or reſtraint of Ours, they ſhall or may for a long 
time be kept from providing Habitations or themſelves, and 
for the carrying on their Trades, ' though V Ve make. no 
queſtion , but ina ſhort time , with the affiſtance and advice - 
of the Lord Mayor and: Court of Aldermen (who os | _ 
ought 


GEESE | 
| ſought us for ſome time to put this reſt:aint) td finiſh the 
whole deſign, even before any man can make proviſion of 
materials tor any valuable Edifices : We do declare, that if 
any conſiderable number of men (for it 1s impoſſible to comply 
with the humour of every particular man) fhall addreſs them. 
{elves to the Court of Aldermen,and manifeſt to them in what 
places their Ground lies, upon which they defign co build, they 
{hall in a ſhort time receive ſuch order and dire&ion , for their 
proceeding therein, that they ſhall have no cauſe rocomplain ; 
and ſo We proceed to the ſetting down ſuch general, co which 
all particular deſigns muſt conform themſelves ; 
In the firſt place the wotul experience in. this late heavy vi- 
fication hath ſufficiently convinced all men of the pernicious 
conſequences which have attended the building with - Timber, 
and even with ſtone it ſelf , and the notable benefit of Brick, 
waich in ſo many places hath reſiſted and even extinguiſhed 
the Fire; Ard wedo therefore hereby declare Out expreſs 
V Vii and Pleaſure, That no man whatſoever ſhatpreſume to 
erect any Houſe or Building , great or ſmall , batof Brick, or 
Stone, and if any man ſhall do the contrary,the'next Magiſtrate 
thall forthwith: cauſe it to be pulled down, and fach further 
courſe ſhall be. raken for his puniſhment as he deſerves ; And 
V'Ve ſippolt that the notable benefit many men haye received 
from theſe Cellars vvhich have been vvell and ſtrohgly arched 
will perſyvyade moſt men vyho build good Houſes, to practiſe 
that good'Husbandry by Atrching all convenient places, 
. VVeldo declare, "That Fleetflreet ; Cheapſide, Cornhil, and 
all other etninenc and- notorious Streets, ſhall be of ſuch a 
breadth, as'may vvith G O DS bleſſing preventthe miſchief 
that one {ide-may ſuffer if the other be on fire, which vvas the 
caſe lately. in Cheapſide , the preciſe” breadth of vvhich feveral 


Streets , ſhall be upon advice vvith the Lord Mayor; and Ad- 


dermen ſhorcly publiſhed; vvith many other particalkr Orders 


atid Rules, vyhich cannot yet be adjulſted , in the mean time. 


Wereſolve, though all'Streers cannorbe'of equi Leqabtth, For 


none ſhall be {5 narrow as to rake the paſſage 'uheahie or in- 
cofivenient-, efpecially towards the Warerftde nor wil-We 
ſuffer any Lanes or Allyes to be erected, but where upon 


mature deliberation: the' ame. ſhall befound ibfolttely neceſ-. 


ſary; except ſuch places ſhall beſet aftde which ſhall be defign- - 
ed-onely for buildings of that kind, und from whence'no pub-- 


lick miſchief may probably arife, * 


The irrepairable damage and loſs by the late Fire, being - 


next to-the-hand of God in the terrible'V'Vind, tobeimpured 
tothe place in which it firſt brake our; amodgſt mall Timber 
mand B houſes 


(6) 
houſes ſtanding ſo cloſe together, - that as no. remedy could be 
applyed from the River for the quenching thereof, to the 
contiguouſneiſe of the Buildings. hindering and keeping all 
poſſible reliet ftrom the Land-fide., V Ve do reſolve and de- 
clare, That there ſhall be a fair Key or V Yharf onall the Ri- 


ver {ide, that no houſe ſhall be erected within ſo many foot of 


the River, as ſhall be within tew dayes declared in the Rules 
formerly mentioned ; nor ſhall there be in thoſe Buildings 
which ſhall be erected next the River,which We defire may be 
fair Strucures, for the ornament of the City, any houſes to be 
inhabited by Brewers, or Diers,or Sugar-bakers, which Trades 


by their continualSmoaks contribute very mach to the unheal- 


thineſs of the adjacent places ; but We require the Lord Mayor 
and Aldermen of London upon a full conſideration, and 
weighing all conveniences and inconveniences that can be fore- 
ſeen, to propoſe ſuch a place as may be fit forall thoſe Trades 
which are carried on by-ſmoak to inhabit together , or at leaſt 
ſeveral places for the ſeveral quarters of the Town for thoſe oc- 
cupations, and in which they ſhall find their accompt in con- 
yenience and profit, as. well . as other places ſhall receive the 
benefit in the diſtance of. the Neighbourhood, it being Our 
purpoſe that they who exerciſe thoſe neceſſary profeſſions, 
ſhall be in all reſpe&s- as well provided for and encouraged as 
ever they haye been, and undergo as little prejudice as may 
be by being leſs inconvenient to their Neighbours, 

Theſe -grounds and .foundations being laid, from the ſub- 
ſtance whereof we ſhall not depart, and which being publiſhed 
are ſufficient advertiſements to prevent any mans running in- 
to, or bringing an inconvenience upon himſelf by a precipi- 
rate engagement in any. at. which may croſs theſe foundati- 
ons, .V Ve haye In order. to the reducing this great and glo- 
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rious deſign into. practice, directed, and V Ye do hereby direct, 


that the Lord Mayor. and, Court of Aldermen do with all 


poſſible expedition cauſe an exaRt Survey to be made and taken 


of the yvhole ruins occaſioned by the late lamentable- Fire, to 
the end that it. may; appear to. vyhom all the Houſes and 


Grougd did in truth belong ,. vyhat Term the ſeveral occu- 


Piers vvere poſleſled of , and-at vyhat Rents, and to vyhom, 
either Corporations, Companies, or ſingle perſons, the Rever- 
fion and Inheritance appertained , that ſo provifion may be 
made, .that though-every man muſt not be ſuffered to erect 
vvhat Buildings and vyhere he pleaſes, he ſhall not in any de- 
gree be debarred from receiving the reaſonable Benefit of 
yvhat ought to accrue to him from ſuch Houſes or Lands, 
there being nothinggleſs in Our thoughts , then thac any par- 

| | ticular 


ticular perſons right and intereſt ſhould be ſacrificed to the 
publick benefit or conyentence, vvithout ſuch recompence 
as in juſtic2 he ought to receive for the ſame : *And vyhen all 
things of this kind ſhall be prepared and adjuſted by ſuch Com- 
miſſfioners, and othervviſe, vvhich ſhall be tound expedient, 
V Ve make no doubt but ſuch an Aeot 'Parliamenc vvill pals, 
as ſhall ſecure all men in vyhat they ſhall and onght to poſſeſs, 
By the time that this Survey ſhall be caken, V Ve ſhall 
cauſe a Plot or Model to be made tor the vyhole building 
through thoſe ruined places , vvhich being vvell examined by 
all thoſe perſons vvio have moſt concerament as vvell 'as ex- 
perience, V Ve make no queſtion but all men vvill be vvell 
pleaſed vvith it, and very vvillingly conform to thoſe Or- 
ders and Rules yvhich ſhall be agreed for the purſuing thereof, 
In the mean time yve do heattily recommend ir to the cha- 
rity and magnanimity of all yvell diſpoſed perſons, and V Ve 
do heartily pray unto Almighty God: that he vvill infuſe ic in- 
to the hearts of Men ſpeedily to endeayour by degrees to re- 
edifie ſome of thoſe many Churches vvhich in this lamentable 
Fire have been burned dovyn and defaced ,"that ſo men may 
have thofe publick places of Gods: V Vorfhip to reſort to, to 
humble themſelves together before him upon this His heayy 
diſpleaſure,and joyn in their devotion for His future Mercy and 
Bleſſing upon Us, and as ſoon as We ſhall be informed of any 
readineſs to begin ſuch a good Work , We ſhall not only give 
Our aſſiſtance and direRtion tor che model of it , and freeing it 
from buildings at too near a diſtance, bur' ſhall encourage it 
by Our ovvn bounty and all other vvayes VVe ſhall be 
Laſtly, that We may-encourage menby\Onr own example, We 
vvill uſe all the expedition-Wecan to re-build Our Cuſtome 
Houſe in the place vyhere it formerly ſtood, and enlarge 
it vvith the moſt conveniences for the Merchants that can be 
deviſed, and upon all che other Lands vvhich belong uato 
Us, We ſhall depart with any thing of Our ovya right and be- 
nefit for the advancement ot the publick ſervice ang beaury of 
the City, and ſhall further remit to all-thoſe vyho ſhall ere& 
any buildings according to this Declaration, all duties ariſing to- 
Us upon the Hearth-money for the ſpace of ſeven years, 


Given at Our Court at White-hall the thirteenth day of Sep- 
tember, One thouſand ſix hundred fixty and ſix, in the eighteenth : 
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year of Our Reign, 


